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The Wisdom of Crowds 

 
June 26, 2009 

I want to share with you some "wisdom of the crowds" as learned through the last two Friday Forum 
luncheons in Boston on May 8th and June 19th.  As President of the Friday Forum, I have the 
privilege at each luncheon to greet our members and guests, who are development leaders and 
represent large and small institutions throughout New England. 
  
I have started, what I hope will become a tradition at Friday Forum luncheons, to poll the attendees 
at each gathering for their feedback on important questions of the day regarding development.  I 
also invite queries from the membership. What better group is there to learn of conditions in the field 
and to spot emerging trends? 
  
Rather than keeping this valuable information quiet, I want to share it with you in the hope it will 
inform your strategies for your shop and organization. 
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